[Lung pathology of cryptococcosis].
To elucidate the relationship between the clinical manifestations and pathologic findings of the lung in patients with cryptococcosis, we reviewed 14 autopsied cases of cryptococcosis. Five patients had pulmonary cryptococcosis and 9 had disseminated cryptococcosis. Patients with pulmonary cryptococcosis showed granulomatous reactions of the lung, such as fibrocaseous cryptococcoma (n = 2), discrete granuloma (n = 2), and granulomatous pneumonia (n = 1). Patients with disseminated cryptococcosis showed intracapillary/interstitial involvement (n = 2), mucoid pneumonia (n = 3), histiocytic pneumonia (n = 1), and granulomatous pneumonia (n = 3). There was a distinct difference between pulmonary cryptococcosis and disseminated cryptococcosis in lung pathology. Intracapillary/interstitial involvement and mucoid pneumonia were fatal because of extensive hematogeneous dissemination to other organs. Hilar lymph node involvement of cryptococcosis was found in all of the nine patients with disseminated cryptococcosis and in one of the five patients with pulmonary cryptococcosis. Pleural involvement of cryptococcosis was found in six of the nine patients with disseminated cryptococcosis. We conclude that the clinical manifestations of cryptococcosis are closely associated with the variety of lung pathology of cryptococcosis. Clinicians should understand the morphologic features to cope with patients with cryptococcosis.